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Play Improvement Group, 29th January, 2016  

Note of meeting 

Present: 
Cath King  
(Emma Tayler 
Laura Donald 

 
Health Improvement Policy Manager 
Professional Assistant, still waiting for Cath to call)  
Social media & website, Play Highland 

Janine Donald 
Dan Jenkins 
Claire Wood 
Ian Kyle 
 
Apologies: 
Kat Bateson 
Douglas Miles 
Ian Reid 
Sam Brogan 
Gillian Newman  
Lucy Ford 
Katy Kitchingham 
Audrey Anthony 
Ian Abbot 
 

CALA 
Health Improvement Specialist, NHS Highland 
Principal Officer AHPs 
C&L Service Children’s Planning Manager 
 
 
Youth Convener 
Community Services  
Community Services 
Resource Manager, Early Years 
 
Forestry Commission 
Everything Baby 
Senior Youth Development Officer 
Senior Youth Development Officer 
 

The meeting was interrupted by a fire alarm, which led to a very late start, with 
attendees arriving at different times and, as a result, Cath forgot to call Emma. 
As there was also a severe weather warning it was agreed to have a quick 
catch up and schedule an additional meeting in March (16th, 9.30 – 11.30) to go 
over actions in detail and score Play Award submissions. 
 
Draft Highland Council Community Guidance for Developing Inspiring and 
Sustainable Community Spaces for Play  
The draft so far had been circulated. Input from Community Services is awaited. 
 
Revised Highland Play Strategy  
The draft wording had been circulated and, with a couple of minor amendments from 
Stephanie Bruce, those present agreed to the content. Cath agreed to run the 
foreword past Councillor Millar before approaching Graphic Design. 
 
Play event  
The Everything Baby ICGF Bid for 2016 and 2017 events had been circulated. 
Feedback received advised that bids for 2 years would not be considered so 
references to 2017 have now been removed.  
 
Play Award 
The award paperwork was circulated at the beginning of January with a closing date 
of the 15th of March. To date there had been 3 submissions. Agreed to slot in next 
meeting directly after closing date to enable whole group to consider and score 
submissions. 
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Feedback from Highland Youth Parliament – What ‘Play’ means for young 
people 
Unfortunately there was no-one to provide feedback, but Cath confirmed that Audrey 
had been active in seeking views. 
 
Play Highland Website, social media and Newsletter 
Laura’s report (attached below) was circulated at the meeting. We now have 404 
newsletter subscribers, 1,233 Twitter followers, 273 likes on Facebook and 51 
followers on Pinterest. 
 
Cath, Laura and Janine had met to discuss how to take forward additional promotion. 
It was agreed that they would redesign the website and introduce a poster campaign. 
 
Ullapool Consultation 
Gillian is organising a Sub Group to take this forward and looking for additional 
volunteers. (although after this meeting, the notes are attached below – comments to 
Gillian). 
 
Dates of next meetings: 

Ø 9.30am, 16th March (HCHQ – come to reception) 

Ø 2pm, 14th April, Committee Room 1 

Ø 2pm 30th June, Committee Room 1 

Ø 2pm 8th September, Committee Room 1 

Ø 10am 1st December,  Committee Room 1 
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Report for Play Strategy Meeting, 29th January 
2016 

Laura Donald, Play Highland website admin & social media 
 
Play Highland website 
Homepage 
Information on the Community Play Award and Outdoor Woodland and 
Learning North East Group’s Fantasy Nature Character for Scotland has 
been added to the homepage. 
 
About us 
A link to the latest minutes (8th December 2015) has been added to the 
about us page. 
 
Training & Events Calendar 
Conferences, competition deadlines, training courses and festivals have 
been added to the training and events calendar as far as June 2016. For 
more detail, see the calendar - 
http://www.playhighland.co.uk/calendar.asp 
 
Newsletter 
A link to the December newsletter has been added. 
 
Play Matters Newsletter 
Play Matters newsletter has 404 subscribers. The last newsletter went out 
on 16 December, and the next one will be sent out in the last week of 
January. 
 
Play Highland Social Media Accounts 
We have reached 1,233 followers on Twitter, 273 likes on Facebook and 
51 followers on Pinterest.  
 
On Facebook we continue to see a rise in post reach and engagements 
(likes, comments and shares), in particular from other play organisations, 
playworkers, playgroups, day care centres and interested parents.  
 
On Twitter we have been mentioned, favourited and retweeted by many 
different organisations, including Edinburgh Play Forum, FIS Dundee, 
Parenting Across Scotland, Dads Rock and The Wild Network, as well as 
other play associations/organisations, play practitioners and bloggers 
commenting on play in Britain, USA and Canada. 
 
As a start to raising our profile locally, all Highland primary and secondary 
schools with Twitter accounts have been followed, and school Facebook 
pages have been liked. A number of schools have followed Play Highland 
accounts back. 
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Notes from the PIG Subgroup re Ullapool Consultation – meeting of 3rd February. 
 
Present: Audrey Anthony, Cat Bateson, Gillian Newman and Yvonne Boa by teleconference 
 
Apologies: Cath King, Douglas Miles, Dan Jenkins, Janine Donald 
 
Brief introduction to the previous consultation brief from July 2015  
 
Yvonne spoke of things going on currently in Ullapool which may be relevant.  
 
 

1. Health and wellbeing community day is already planned from 10-4 on March 19th in 
Macphail Centre and around school grounds, offering taster sessions across 
wellbeing such as Mindfulness, yoga, art therapy, budgeting skills. This brings lots of 
people in the community together but is particularly aimed at target groups. Young 
people from Youth Forum already committed to support that day. The next event 
planning meeting is Monday to look at the session plans different groups have 
submitted.  

2. There is a play park which fell into disuse and has been lying empty as it didn’t get 
funding to rebuild. The Garden of Reflection project is a group of people who have 
lost their children and young adults in last few years and wanted a special place for 
the whole community to use as a space to reflect. The plans include walkways, and 
gardens, with community art projects. Currently there are objections to this plan from 
some members of the community.  

3. An old toilet block has been identified as a potential space with many uses which 
would include skills training, job clubs, specialist services meeting, social work, 
Activity Agreements  & social enterprise opportunities but at night would be used as a 
youth ‘club’ as there is nowhere in Ullapool for young people to meet up that is safe 
and warm. 

4. There is an Ullapool Community Trust organisation which has two paid employees. 
The consultation project may be something that fits in with their brief.  

5. The primary school are active in their community and the children are currently 
campaigning for people to drive more slowly at a particular place because there have 
been a lot of red squirrels run over there. It was felt that the newly appointed head, 
Eva Faber, would be interested in involving the children.  

6. The HT of high school, Robbie McFedries, is proactive and works closely with 
Yvonne  

7. There is a lot of intergenerational work already going on in Ullapool including a ‘Get 
to know your techno’ project.  

8. There are some young people in the hostel who might have a particular view as part-
time residents.  

9. The Youth Forum meets on a Monday evening and the older people’s group on 
Tuesday morning.  

 
From this information and discussion the following approach was discussed:  
 

1. First visit to Ullapool to generate interest in consultation: February 29th a few PIG 
members go up to visit the community trust staff, primary and secondary schools and 
then attend the youth forum. On Tuesday they would go along to older people’s 
group. On Tuesday afternoon a small group of young and old would do a walk 
around Ullapool pointing out how the space is used/what it means/what their vision 
for it might be.  
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2. Set up Pinterest board to encourage each of the above groups/individuals to start 
pinning up photos and stories about how they use the outdoor space in Ullapool. (Get 
to know your techno group could help older people get into Pinterest)  

 
3. Second visit to Ullapool to health and wellbeing day 19th March: Visual mapping of 

Pinterest photos and comments to share those ideas. There could be various 
mapping tools to use on the day to encourage others to describe how they use the 
outdoor space and also what their vision for it might be. There will be an opportunity 
to sign up to doing some peer to peer or neighbour to neighbour consultation over 
the spring, building up the Pinterest and mapping of the area and the different visions 
people have for the use of space.  
 

4. Hopefully the Community Trust staff members will be willing to pull together the 
information as it comes in and can use that to map out how the community outdoor 
space is used now and what people’s vision for it might be.  
 

5. PIG group will revisit for a day (in late June possibly), to bring people together to see 
what has come out of the mapping process: any actions from the shared visions that 
are planned; any community change or benefit from the process; any change in 
perception regarding play and use of social space; any challenges or barriers to the 
process; any evidence of individuals spending more time outdoors (especially of 
children accessing free play & young people accessing outdoor social space). 
 

6. Write up of process to share with other communities.   
 


