
1 
 

Play Improvement Group, 8th December, 2015  

Note of meeting 

Present: 
Cath King  
Emma Tayler 
Laura Donald 

 
Health Improvement Policy Manager,  
Professional Assistant, CEX Service  
Social media & website, Play Highland 

Gillian Newman  
Janine Donald 
Sam Brogan 
Dan Jenkins 
Lucy Ford 
Katy Kitchingham 
Audrey Anthony 
 
Apologies: 
Claire Wood 
Jack Mackay 
Kat Bateson 
Douglas Miles 
Ian Reid 
Ian Kyle 
 

Highland Children’s Forum  
CALA 
Resource Manager, Early Years 
Health Improvement Specialist, NHS Highland 
Forestry Commission 
Everything Baby 
Senior Youth Development Officer 
 
 
Principal Officer AHPs 
Recreation and Tourism Mgr., Forestry Commission 
Youth Convener 
Community Services  
Community Services 
C&L Service Children’s Planning Manager, C&L Service 

 
Note of meeting and matters arising/actions carried forward 
The note was agreed.  
 
Matters arising: Playspotter – It was agreed that many young people might not wish 
to disclose where they ‘hang out’, but there were potentially locations for activities 
such as mountain bike or fee running that young people may not be aware of. It was 
also agreed that ‘play’ may not be the best term to use with young people.  

• It was agreed that rather than asking the HYP to discuss how useful 
Playspotter might be that the HYP be asked to discuss, consult and 
feedback on what ‘play’ means for young people; what spaces in their 
communities are important to them; and what are the barriers to young 
people accessing these spaces. Audrey to action. 

Matters Carried Forward: Ian and Cath still to encourage other Improvement 
Group Members (Ian) and Elected Members (Cath) to subscribe to the 
Newsletter.  
 
Development of Procedures/Community Guidance 
We did not get a slot on the WM meeting on 26th November, but should be attending 
in February. 
 
Douglas, Emma, Cath, and Mhairi Wylie from the Third Sector Interface met to 
develop the outline draft for Community Guidance for Developing Inspiring and 
Sustainable Community Spaces for Play. The draft was circulated with an outline of 
who is to populate each section.  
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It was noted that there are two key drivers which will impact on how communities 
engage in the development of play spaces in their area: Council budget cuts and the 
Community Empowerment (Scotland) Act 2015 which aims to empower community 
bodies through ownership or control of land or buildings through ‘participation 
requests’ and ‘asset transfer requests’. 
Issues of liability will be a key element, particularly where an area is planned, rather 
than naturally occurring.  

• Lisa agreed to feed back on how the Forestry Commission deals with 
this, given that they often have fallen trees in areas of public access; 

• Cath agreed to contact Evanton Woods to explore how they have dealt 
with this as they have a mix of natural and planned features. 

• Drafted sections of the document to be completed by the end of 
January. 

 
Ullapool Consultant Brief 
A consultant was not identified to take forward the consultancy work in Ullapool and 
it was agreed that it was too late in the year, bearing in mind short days and weather, 
to arrange an alternative before March. It was noted that the budget could not be 
carried forward into 2016/17.  
 
Following discussion it was agreed to delay the action until the spring/summer of 
2016 at which point the Council’s position on proactively working with communities to 
take on play spaces would be clearer. The work will be carried out by members of 
the Group and will involve the local Youth Forum, Youth Development Officer, 
Highland Youth Parliament and High School pupils. 
 

• Gillian will arrange a meeting of a PIG sub group including Sam, Janine, 
Dan, Audrey and Douglas; 

• Cath will contact the HT at Ullapool High to advise on the position. 
• Cath will circulate information on the Play Award ASAP with £1000 of 

the funding not used for the consultancy. 
 
Risk Benefit Assessment for School Grounds 
Cath has been in touch with Dorothy Gibb to discuss again. It was agreed that this 
document would be an element of the Community Guidance document.  

• Carried forward. 
 
Review of Highland Play Strategy 
It was agreed that a concise high level strategy which has been signed off by elected 
members and other organisations was important to maintain the profile that play has. 
Cath agreed to draft. 
 
Play Event Feedback 
The report was circulated. Room 13 have collated photos, video and stories from the 
event. Both events were successful, but not as well publicised as we would have 
hoped, despite press releases and the involvement of local radio. 
 
Play Event 2016 
Katy spoke to the outline proposal that had been circulated. Everything Baby would 
like to be involved in the play agenda and promote their own business as a parenting 
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charity that provides parenting support, volunteering activity and a shop with low cost 
baby clothes and equipment. She has already secured Inverness BID’s support for 
an application to close Church Street on a Sunday in the summer, near to National 
Play Day. 
 
It was noted that next year is the Year of the Dad, so some emphasis could be 
placed on this. A range of other ideas where discussed and it was agreed that a sub 
group should take this forward, with urgent attention to the Inverness Common Good 
Fund deadline of the 16th of January. 

• Cath agreed to arrange a date to meet before Christmas with Katy, Kat, 
an Inverness YDO and a representative from Early Years (to be identified 
by Audrey and Sam respectively). 

 
Play Highland Website and Newsletter:  
Laura’s report was discussed. Steady increases in subscribers to: Twitter – April 
2014 - 811, now 1,191; and Facebook ‘likes’ – April 2014 - 145 now 250 and 
newsletter subscriptions 401. Pinterest is slowly growing with 40 followers. 
 
It seems that Play Highland is followed and highly regarded across Scotland and 
beyond, but within Highland it is less known.  

• It was agreed that circulation to schools via GLOW with encouragement 
to include in school blogs should take place, and contact should be 
reinstated with Ranger Service. Cath to action. 

• It was agreed that some of the funding not used for consultancy should 
be used: 
Ø to increase Janine/Laura’s hours on media, to enable them to 

develop a package that could be used at other events, such as 
District Partnership and Community Council Meetings; and 

Ø to purchase Play Highland banners to be taken to events. 
 
Feedback from Highland Play Scotland Event ‘Driving change for children and 
young people through play’ 
Cath chaired this event for Play Scotland and Inspiring Scotland. It provided an 
excellent forum to inform delegates of what is happening locally. Janine and Laura 
both attended and all agreed that it had been a successful day, and noted the issue 
raised above about local awareness of Play Highland. 
 
Dates of 2016 meetings 
Cath to circulate. 

	  

 
 


